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From St. Mary’s Church to Lawyers’
Mall in front of the Maryland State
House, cries of “Unite for Life!”
echoed on March 8, the evening of the
31st annual Maryland March for Life.

Shopkeepers and others stood in door-
ways on Main Street as the marchers
passed, many applauding and giving a
“thumbs up” as the Marchers passed.

At the State House, WRBS radio per-
sonality Tracy Tiernan introduced Sen.
Nancy Jacobs, who in turn introduced
more than a dozen state legislators who
came out for the March. Tracy later
shared a personal abortion story, cred-
iting her Christian faith with helping
her come to terms with her abortion
and accept forgiveness and healing.

MDRTL 2nd Vice President
Cathy McLeod gave a legisla-
tive update. Boos were heard as

she described Maryland’s abortion law
and revealed that Maryland spent $2.2
million to abort more than 3,000
babies last year.

“ I ’m not discouraged,” she declare d ,
explaining that cultural change general-
ly precedes legislative change, and the
c u l t u re is indeed changing. “Ma j o r
polls show that 51 percent of people
h a ve pro-life beliefs, and 49 percent of
woman consider themselves pro - l i f e
c o m p a red to only 44 percent who call
t h e m s e l ves pro - c h o i c e ,” she announced.

Keynote speaker Ellen Sa u e r b re y, a for-
mer state delegate who was narrow l y
defeated for governor in 1994 and
1998, charged the participants to get
i n vo l ved in legislative and political
action. “Ma rching is gre a t ,” she said,
“but you need to elect people who
think right and will do the right thing.”
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Maryland Marches for Life!
Record Crowd Throngs Annapolis

Senate Committee Kills Sonogram Bill

Once again, a bill to ensure that
women seeking abortions in Maryland
receive the option to view a sonogram
image died in the Senate Finance
Committee by a vote of 8–3.

The bill, SB250–Ultrasound Options,
received favorable votes from Senators
Allan Kittleman (R-9), Barry Glassman
(R-35), and E.J. Pipkin (R-36).

Sen. Bryan Simonaire (R-31) spon-
sored the effort, which would have
required abortionists to inform women
of their option to view their sonogram,
only if ultrasound imaging is used in
the course of performing an abortion. 

A similar bill sponsored by Sen.
Simonaire last year also was killed in
committee. The 2009 bill initially
would have applied only to Anne
Arundel County, but Sen. Simonaire
amended the bill to apply to the whole
state after learning of an attorney gen-
eral opinion stating that the General
Assembly could not pass legislation
that would affect only a home-rule
county, as Anne Arundel is. 

The committee failed by a 5–5 vote to
accept Sen. Simonaire’s amendment,
and then voted 7–2 to kill the original,
unamended, bill. 
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The following is excerpted from a speech
given by Sen. Bryan Simonaire (R-31) to the
Maryland Senate on Feb. 12, 2010.

Silence. Silence is often the enemy of justice.  

President Abraham Lincoln understood
this when he said, “To stand in silence when
they should be protesting makes cowards out
of men.” Lincoln spoke from experience, as
he would not be silent in the face of the
one of the most explosive and deplorable
issues in the history of America: Slavery.

Slavery had been
gradually increas-
ing during colo-
nial times as the
need for cheap
labor in the
Southern states changed the plight of
many free Africans.

By the historic year of 1776, the issue of
slavery had become shackled to the very
creation of the United States.  

Be t ween 1776 and 1860, slave ry had
i n c reased eightfold, so much that half of the
Southern states’ population was enslave d … .

The stage was set for President Lincoln to
change the course of a nation forever….
but as a quote from the Liberator succinct-
ly summarized, “No institution in American
history has been as divisive, politically and
socially, as slavery.… Even within groups of
like-minded people, slavery sparked … heat-
ed debate…. Some slave owners preferred to
think of slavery as a necessary evil, with an
emphasis on the word necessary, while others
championed it as a positive good…But the
real proof of the divisive quality of slavery is
this: In the end, the dispute over slavery led
to the only civil war in U.S. history.”

The Civil War claimed the lives of 645,000
soldiers – 2 percent of the nation’s popula-
tion. In today’s terms, that would be equiva-

lent to los-
ing 6 mil-
l i o n
A m e r i c a n

soldiers in the Iraq Wa r. It is hard to imag-
ine the political pressures Abraham
Lincoln faced during his presidency, but
his internal compass was guided by princi-
ple: “Be sure you put your feet in the right
place, then stand firm.” Lincoln stood firm
to combat the abuses of slavery.

In 1857, the United States Su p reme Court
ruled on the status of a slave named Dre d
Scott. The slave had been transferred to a
f ree state by his owner and then returned to
Missouri where slave ry was legal.The legal

debate centere d
on whether Dre d
Scott was now a
f ree man after liv-
ing in a free state.

Susan Swain
documents the conclusion of the high pro-
file case, “The chief justice of the United
States, Roger B. Taney of Maryland, declared
that blacks were not and could not be citi-
zens of the United States; they were never
intended to be and they were inherently
unequal.”

When leaders play God by defining when
a human life is worthy of legal protection,
we should all take a moment to pause and
think how history will judge these actions.

A widely held view of slavery was that of
neutrality. This group generally kept silent
and hoped to wash their hands of any
associated injustices. However, opposition
often interprets silence as tacit approval,
thereby making them partners of the very
acts they wished to be divorced from.

We can understand how it would have
been politically expedient to avoid the
slavery issue, or look for a less controversial
compromise. However, through great
deliberation and immense political
courage, Lincoln chose to address the issue
head on…. at a great cost to him and the
country he loved so much.

Nearly 150 years have passed since the
bold actions of President Lincoln set our

nation on an altered course. We have come
a long way, but … if we do not learn from
our history, we are doomed to repeat it.

First, we must realize that the legalization
of an issue does not necessarily equate to
the morality of an issue, nor absolve our
actions associated with an issue.  

Secondly, the message surrounding slavery
was framed so cunningly that it was will-
ingly accepted by the majority of the pub-
lic and its political leaders.

Lastly, politicians fell in line with the pow-
erful lobbyists of the day when they legit-
imized this new definition of human life.

Once personhood was forcibly stripped
from the Africans, the proponents then
swayed public opinion by touting the eco-
nomic benefits of owning a slave.

Yes, the abolition of slavery is past, but the
underlying strategies that were used to pro-
mote the legalization and proliferation of
slavery remain intact in Annapolis.  

We still have powerful lobbyists pushing
their agendas, proponents shrewdly fram-
ing their public message, and others using
legal and medical definitions to prey upon
the unprotected. 

Therefore, each generation must be vigi-
lant to guard against the abuses to the
sacred basis of our humanity. Whether in
the 19th or 21st century, diminishing the
value of human life will always have cata-
strophic consequences.

History can be a great teacher and every so
often, there are individuals destined for
greatness due to the challenges divinely
placed upon their paths. 

Tonight we honor a man for his courage in
the face of great adversity and his willing-
ness to put country and justice before
political pursuits.  America is a better
nation because of his bold actions. We are
forever grateful to the man we call our
16th President Abraham Lincoln.

S p r i n g
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… diminishing the value of human

life will always have catastrophic

consequences.



Iwas deceived and did not
understand how my abor-
tion would affect me until

years later when the symptoms
of post-abortion stress took my
life down a destructive path of
depression, drinking and many
other harmful behaviors. I
knew what I did was wrong,
but I felt trapped and alone in
what I thought was a hopeless
situation.

I was deceived into thinking that I was
not far enough along for it to be a real
baby. I was only encouraged that ‘my
life would be better’ and that ‘it would
be over within a few minutes.’ I can
assure you that my abortion was not
‘over in just a few minutes;’ it haunted
and hindered my life for over 18 years. 

I wish someone had shared how this
abortion would negatively influence
my life and that I would carry this loss
in my heart forever.

I felt that I was responsible for my
action and be punished for it for the
rest of my life. That was reinforced by
messages I heard at church and even
from some pro-life groups. I only
heard condemnation, because the mes-
sage was always about how horrible

abortion was. No one seemed to recog-
nize that I too had suffered a loss.

It is true that abortion is wrong and it
is important to focus on choosing life.
However, the woman who has lost a
child by abortion often remains in a
place of silence, guilt and shame until
her loss is understood. 

Validating her damaged emotions and
offering healing for her loss allows her
to begin to understand and identify
how the abortion has affected her life.
As she identifies the damaged areas of
her life, she is able to grab hold of the
truth of forgiveness and finally be at
peace with herself and with God. 

The validation and understanding of a
woman’s loss will bring that woman
out of her pain into a place of purpose.
She is then able to relate to a woman
faced with an unplanned pregnancy
and convey the truth about the pain
an abortion will bring her, that it is
never the right action, and that it will
indeed impair her life. 

Abortion recovery is the key to the
freedom a woman needs to heal, and
as a result of her healing, she can
become a restored voice to share the
truth about how abortion hurts and
damages women. 

Mercy’s Call is a united voice
of restored women extending
His mercy and grace to an
abortion-wounded nation. 

We offer a bible study entitled
“A Cry for Mercy” that meets
the woman where she is, rather
than where the world thinks
she should be. We facilitate
Mercy Weekends in a safe and
confidential place throughout

the mid-Atlantic region and beyond.

We strategically target the wounded
mothers and convey the message that
we understand and care about their
loss. We do this by sending restored
women out two by two back into their
communities, workplaces, social net-
works, women’s groups and their local
churches. We are currently represented
in eight states and are seeing a tremen-
dous transformation movement spread
across the nation. 

Mercy’s Call offers abortion recovery
awareness seminars, facilitator training,
and Mercy weekends to help educate
and lead women to a place of freedom
in a non-judgmental atmosphere and
to continue in the work of seeing our
nation healed and many lives saved.

Kathy Horst is the founder and
director of Mercy’s Call, a min-
istry of Celebration Ministries.
Mercy’s Call offers a healing
journey for women who have
suffered a loss through abortion
in a place where mercy triumphs
over judgment. For more infor-
mation, call (301) 491-6956, or
visit www.MercysCall.org. Kathy
may be reached by email at
Info@Mercyscall.org.

Mercy’s Call … a united voice of

restored women extending His Mercy

and Grace to an abortion wounded

nation. Abortion is both an offense

to God and a tragedy for the mother

and child. The evil of abortion cannot

be hidden once it is experienced or

witnessed, and a voice for life cannot

be forgotten once it is heard.

Mercy’s Call — A Healing Journey for Women
by Kathy Horst

Abortion Recovery
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I recently picked
up a brochure that
showed a worried-
looking woman
and the prominent
words “Enter at
Your Own Risk.”

If you saw this
brochure, you might think it was a
pro-life warning against going into an
abortion clinic. But it’s not.

The brochure, titled “Recognizing a
Crisis Pregnancy Center,” warns that
pro-life pregnancy centers endanger
women’s health by “dissuading them
from exercising their right to choose.”
It is published by the NARAL Pro-
Choice America Foundation.

The abortion industry, not content
with a multimillion dollar profit mar-
gins and ever-growing public funding
is trying to shut down charitable
organizations that provide women with
real options so they won’t feel pres-
sured to take their babies’ lives.

They chose Maryland as the testing
ground for their attack. Although they
failed to pass a state law against the

pregnancy
centers in
2008,
they have

not given up. Last year, they succeeded
in passing regulations in Baltimore
City and Montgomery County that
impose unnecessary and unwarranted
regulations on pro-life help centers.

We put up a hard fight though, we
stopped them from getting everything
they wanted. 

But still, in Baltimore City pregnan-
cy resource centers now have to post a
sign saying that they do not do abor-
tions — which is a bit like requiring
burger joints to post signs saying they
do not sell pizza or hardware stores to
advertise that they do not sell milk!

Here is a quote from the NARAL
brochure: “Unable to shut down legit-
imate public-health centers, the anti-
choice movement built a network of
generally unlicensed, unregulated
organizations posing as comprehen-
sive health-care clinics …. ’”

Does that makes you angry? It
should! NARAL Pro-Choice America
and its educational foundation report a
combined annual income of more than
$15 million! But they are shamefully
trying to eliminate competition from
volunteer-run pregnancy care centers
with tiny budgets that offer women a
real, life-affirming choice!

This is what we’re up against.

Doesn’t it sound like Goliath whining
that David’s river rocks give him an
unfair advantage? 

But wait! David, armed only with
those rocks, did take down Goliath —
because Someone stronger than both
of them was fighting on his side. 

We may not have millions, but we
have right on our side. And we have
you — loyal friends of life who stand
with us no matter what. 

We will never back down, and we
will prevail! Thank you for being there
as we battle to protect the little ones! 

P. S. Do you use Facebook? If so,
“friend me!” Maryland Right to Life
now has both a “fan page” and a
Facebook group, where we can post
current information, events, photos,
and discussion topics.

This is part of our effort to reach out
to a younger audience and make them
aware of what we are doing on behalf
of their youngest brothers and sisters.
Please help spread the word — if you
are on Facebook, join our group,
become a fan, and invite all the pro-
life Marylanders you know to join us!

w w w. m d rt l . o rg

Thank you for standing up for life! 

Throughout the years in this battle for
life itself, we have relied on you — to
call and email your representatives, to
bring the truth to light among your
circle of friends and colleagues, to pass
on pro-life information to all your
contacts. 

You have also given to the pro-life cause generously.
Without your sacrificial gifts Maryland Right to Life
would not be able to lead the defense of unborn
babies and their vulnerable mothers in Maryland.

You have always come through. No matter what hap-
pens, we know we can count on you to be there.

2010 will be an historic year. We pray it will the year
that the mighty voice of the pro-life community is
heard loud and clear throughout our land, in the
halls of Congress and at the ballot box.  Whatever
happens, win or lose I know  pro-lifers will meet it
with strength and courage and continue this great
battle until we restore the right to life to America
and every precious child is protected.
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